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Some have suggested that Hezekiah’s Passover exoner- 
ates those who fail to follow specific biblical worship 


regulations as well as all the prerequisites to salvation— 
as long as their hearts are turned toward God and Christ 
and they manifest “seeker sincerity.” A careful exegetical 
analysis of the incident clarifies the confusion. 


NE pervasive cultural phe- 
nomenon in American 
society is the predilection 


to be averse to law, restriction, and 
limitation. “Freedom” gradually has 
come to be conceptualized as free- 
dom from restraint. Those who do 
not embrace a lax, casual, and open 
attitude toward moral value and 
ethical behavior are labeled “intol- 
erant’ and “mean-spirited.” Even 
within Christian circles, stressing 
the need to conform strictly to the 
will of God in all matters of faith 
and practice can cause one to be 
labeled a “fundamentalist.” He is 
set aside as an immature and phari- 
saical misfit who simply has never 
“grown ’ to the point of grasping the 


grace of Jesus. He is “judgmental,” 
(<4 . >>) (¢¢ . >>) 
negative,” and lacks “compassion. 


And, yes, he is a “legalist.” 
Listening carefully to the major- 
ity of those who bandy about the 
term “legalistic,” it is soon appar- 
ent that they understand the term 
to refer to too much attention to 
legal detail. In the 1960s, Joseph 
Fletcher, the “Father of Situation 


Ethics,” pinpointed the prevailing 
notion of “legalism”: 

In this ethical strategy the “situ- 

ational variables” are taken into 

consideration, but the circum- 
stances are always subordinated 
to predetermined general 
“laws” of morality. Legalistic 
ethics treats many of its rules 
idolatrously by making them 
into absolutes.... In this kind 
of morality, properly labeled as 
legalism or law ethics, obedi- 
ence to prefabricated “rules 
of conduct” is more important 
than freedom to make respon- 
sible decisions.’ 
It would be difficult to underesti- 
mate the cataclysmic consequences 
of this thinking on the moral fiber 
of human civilization. 

Typical of the widespread mis- 
conception that “legalism” has to 
do with giving too much attention 
to complete obedience, is the illus- 
tration given by a preacher, college 
professor, and prominent marriage 
and family therapist in a univer- 
sity lecture titled “Getting Ahead: 
Taking Your Family With You’: 
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I found out when you're dialing 
numbers...you have to dial about 
eighteen numbers to get started, 
and then you have to dial eigh- 
teen more—you know what I’m 
talking about? And if you miss, 
what? If you miss one—just one— 
you say ugly things to yourself, 
don’t you? Because you know you 
blew it again. It is amazing how 
legalistic the telephone company 
1S 

In other words, if God imparts, 
say, 10 laws to human beings, He 
would be guilty of being “legalistic” 
if He expected all 10 of them to be 
obeyed. 

The very idea that obedience 
to God’s laws would one day be 
viewed as negative by those who 
profess adherence to Christianity, 
and then for this obedience to be 
denounced as “legalism,” is utterly 
incomprehensible. If such think- 
ing were to take root throughout 
Christendom and throughout the 
nation, one would expect society’s 
standards of morality to be shaken 
at their very foundation, eliciting 
a corresponding widespread relax- 
ation of moral behavior. Is this not 
precisely what has happened to 
American civilization in the last 60 
years? And, in turn, this cultural 
trait has exerted a profound influ- 
ence on Christendom. 


2 CHRONICLES 30 


NE incident appealed to 
in an effort to find bibli- 
cal sanction for the notion 


that “seeker sincerity” takes prece- 
dence over divinely-stipulated ritual’ 
took place in the waning years of 
the 8" century B.c. when 25-year- 
old Hezekiah ascended the throne 
of Judah. Hezekiah immediately 
spawned a restoration movement, 
instituting sweeping reforms that 
were calculated to bring the nation 
back into harmony with the writ- 
ten will of God. One goal was to 
reinstate observance of the Pass- 
over. For those who recognize that 


obedience to God in every particu- 
lar is enjoined by God throughout 
the Bible (e.g., Deuteronomy 6:24; 
10:12-13; 30:16; 32:46; Ecclesiastes 
12:13; John 14:15; Romans 6:16; 1 
John 5:3), what happened on this 
occasion must surely raise eyebrows: 
For a multitude of the people, 
many from Ephraim, Manasseh, 
Issachar, and Zebulun, had not 
cleansed themselves, yet they ate 
the Passover contrary to what 
was written. But Hezekiah 
prayed for them, saying, “May 
the good Lord provide atone- 
ment for everyone who prepares 
his heart to seek God, the Lord 
God of his fathers, though he 
is not cleansed according to 
the purification of the sanctu- 
ary.” And the Lord listened to 
Hezekiah and healed the people 
(2 Chronicles 30:18-20, emp. 
added). 
The reader is left with the impres- 
sion that a number of individuals 
from the northern tribes ate the 
Passover in direct violation of the 


Law of Moses and yet were “excused” 


or accepted, despite their disobedi- 
ence, on the basis of their earnest, 
sincere hearts. On this basis, some 
have further concluded that this 
incident proves that full compli- 
ance with Bible directives (like water 
immersion as opposed to sprinkling 
for baptism) is flexible and optional 
(i.e., will not affect salvation status) 
when the “seeker” is genuine and 
sincere. 

It is quite surprising that those 
who wish to relax biblical rigidity in 
the practice of their religion would 
appeal to an Old Testament text. 
After all, these same antinomians 
often have been known to denigrate 
the Old Testament as legalistic and 
lacking grace. They have insisted 
that God was nit-picky and strict 
in requiring absolute obedience 
under the Mosaic system, but He 
has altered His treatment of people 
in the New Testament era. They 
claim that Jesus brought grace and 


people no longer have to be so con- 
cerned about legal detail. But having 
detected an obscure verse inconspic- 
uously tucked away in the history of 
Judah that appears to give aid and 
comfort to their illegalistic propen- 
sities, they are eager to brandish it as 
a sure weapon of offense. 
However, this hasty and pre- 
mature assessment of a single pas- 
sage pits itself against, not only 
the entirety of the rest of the Bible, 
but against the context of the pas- 
sage itself. The general context is 
one of restoration—going back 
to the Word of God, reinstating 
pure Mosaic religion, and recover- 
ing and reinstituting the practice 
of correct procedures and stipula- 
tions with regard to the Temple 
and its seasonal observances. If the 
whole point of the general context 
is to get the people to obey God’s 
precise directions, why would the 
same context also intend to convey 
that disobeying God’s laws is per- 


missible? 


The Context 


As a matter of fact, God antici- 
pated the circumstances of this 
incident when He spoke to Moses 
centuries earlier. Observance of the 
Passover was first enjoined upon the 
Israelites shortly before their exit 
from Egypt (Exodus 12). A year 
later, while at Sinai, the Passover 
injunction was renewed (Leviticus 
23:5-8; Numbers 9:1-5). However, 
on this latter occasion, Moses was 
faced with a special circumstance 
that required clarification from 
God: 

Now there were certain men who 

were defiled by a human corpse, 

so that they could not keep the 

Passover on that day; and they 

came before Moses and Aaron 

that day. And those men said to 

him, “We became defiled by a 

human corpse. Why are we kept 

from presenting the offering of 
the Lord at its appointed time 
among the children of Israel?” 
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And Moses said to them, “Stand 
still, that I may hear what the 
Lord will command concern- 
ing you.” Then the Lord spoke 
to Moses, saying, “Speak to the 
children of Israel, saying: ‘If 
anyone of you or your posterity 

is unclean because of a corpse, or 

is far away on a journey, he may 

still keep the Lord’s Passover. 

On the fourteenth day of the 

second month, at twilight, they 

may keep it. They shall eat it 
with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. They shall leave none of 

it until morning, nor break one 

of its bones. According to all the 

ordinances of the Passover they 

shall keep it’” (Numbers 9:6-12). 
This legal description contains 
two significant features of Passover 
observance that show that God 
built into His own Passover regu- 
lation certain exceptions to the 
general rule. First, if a person had 
recently come into contact with 
a corpse, that person was exempt 
from observing the Passover on 
the regularly scheduled 14% day of 
the first month but could instead 
observe it exactly one month later— 
on the 14" day of the second 
month. Coming into contact with 
a corpse caused the individual to be 
ceremonially unclean (cf. Numbers 
5:2; 19:11). When this occurred so 
near to the approach of Passover 
that appropriate “decontamination” 
procedures could not be completed 
in time for the 14" day of the first 
month, a God-ordained postpone- 
ment was permissible.’ 

But what if a person just hap- 
pened to be unclean on the 14" 
day of both months? It is evident 
that such an individual would be 
excused from observing the Pass- 
over for that year. This corollary fol- 
lows from verse 13: “But the man 
who is clean and is not on a journey, 
and ceases to keep the Passover, that 
same person shall be cut off from 
among his people, because he did 
not bring the offering of the Lord 


at its appointed time; that man shall 
bear his sin.” 

A second exception to Pass- 
over observance was made for the 
individual who was “far away on a 
journey.” This stipulation implied 
that a person conceivably could 
be detained, incapacitated, or 
otherwise prevented from appear- 
ing and observing the Passover in 
Jerusalem. In Hezekiah’s day, the 
northern tribes had been similarly 
“detained,” i.e., were in the process 
of being taken into captivity by the 
Assyrians (2 Chronicles 30:6; cf. 2 
Kings 17:6). Many of them had, in 
fact, chosen simply to cease their 
practice of Mosaic religion. But for 
those who were willing to reinstate 
their obedience to God, the excep- 
tions provided in the Law of Moses 
were designed to offer accommoda- 
tion. 

Observe, however, that due to the 
past apostasy and negligence on the 
part of the southern kingdom, and 
though Hezekiah enacted an imme- 
diate reformation when he ascended 
the throne, repairs to the Temple 
and purification procedures were 
not completed until the 16" day of 
the first month (2 Chronicles 29:17). 
Thus the first legal observance time 
for the Passover (i.e., the 14" day of 
the first month) had already passed. 
The deadline for the second and 
final observance for the year (i.e., 
the 14" day of the second month) 
was approaching (2 Chronicles 
30:2,15). Time was of the essence! 
Priests and Levites worked fever- 
ishly to achieve the mandatory 
ritual cleansings for themselves 
and the people (2 Chronicles 29:34; 
30:3). However, despite their valiant 
efforts to accomplish the feat, their 
attempts to meet the deadline were 
about to fall short: 

For there were many in the 

assembly who had not sanctified 

themselves; therefore the Levites 
had charge of the slaughter of the 


Passover lambs for everyone who 


was not clean, to sanctify them 

to the Lord. For a multitude of 

the people, many from Ephraim, 

Manassceh, Issachar, and Zebulun, 

had not cleansed themselves, yet 

they ate the Passover contrary to 
what was written (2 Chronicles 

30:17-18). 

Due to the sheer number that 

needed to be cleansed (“multitude’— 
vs. 18), and due to the increased 

numbers resulting from the influx 

from the apostate northern tribes 

(vs. 17), those yet unclean proceeded 

to partake of the Passover meal in 

violation of Mosaic injunction. Was 

this clear violation of God’s Word 

acceptable to God? That is, did He 

overlook, compromise, or brush 

aside His own instructions? Did He 

intend to leave the impression that 

strict obedience to His commands is 

optional if inconvenient? Will God 

save and accept those who, out of 
ignorance or neglect, fail to comply 

with His stated prerequisites for sal- 
vation—as long as their hearts are 

seeking Him? 

To answer in the affirmative to 
these questions is to place a single 
passage in contradiction to a host of 
other Old and New Testament pas- 
sages that discredit and invalidate 
such a conclusion (e.g., Leviticus 
10:1-3; 1 Samuel 13:12-14; 15:22; 2 
Samuel 6:1-8; 1 Chronicles 15:11- 
15; 2 Chronicles 26:16-18; Hebrews 
10:28-31; 12:25). David made this 


point clear when his efforts to trans- 


port the Ark of the Covenant back 
to its rightful location were thwarted 
by God. His insightful, decisive con- 
clusion on the fiasco ought to ring 
loudly in the ears of the liberal ele- 
ment in the Church today: “we did 
not consult Him about the proper 
order” (1 Chronicles 15:13, NKJV; 
“We did not inquire of him about 
how to do it in the prescribed way,” 
NIV; “we did not seek him accord- 
ing to the rule,” ESV). Similarly, 
Jeroboam’s adjustment of divinely- 
stipulated worship protocol, spe- 
cifically the change in month, was 
condemned as “devised in his own 
heart” (1 Kings 12:33). 

Likewise, the immediate text 
contains visible evidence to the 
contrary as well. In the first place, 
the whole point of Hezekiah’s res- 
toration movement was to bring the 
nation back to complete compliance 
with the details of the Law of Moses. 
Second, observe in the context how 
frequent are the allusions to the 
fact that strict adherence to God’s 
detailed specifications was man- 
datory: “at the words of the Lord” 
(29:15); “the commandment of the 
Lord by his prophets” (29:25); “set 
in order” (29:35); “in the prescribed 
manner” (30:5); “at the word of the 
Lord” (30:12); “according to the 
Law of Moses” (30:16). If obeying 
details does not matter, why even 
have a restoration? To what were 
they trying to restore the people— 
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except a careful compliance with 
God’s instructions pertaining to 
Temple ritual? 

Third, the context also indicates 
that a number of details were strictly 
observed in harmony with Mosaic 
injunction: the specific day, i.e., the 
14" day of the second month (vs. 15; 
Numbers 9:11), the specific place, 
i.e., Jerusalem (vs. 1; Deuteronomy 
6:5-6), the slaughter of the Passover 
lambs (vs. 15; Deuteronomy 16:2), 
roasting the meat as opposed to 
eating it raw or boiling it (vs. 15; 
Exodus 12:9; Deuteronomy 16:7), 
and the sprinkling of the blood by 
the priests (vs. 16; 35:11). If God is 
not overly concerned with details, 
why would He not show compara- 
ble flexibility on these items? Why 
would God insist that He be obeyed 
on some details and not on others? 
Isn’t one detail as important or 
unimportant as another? By today’s 
unbiblical notion, all their attention 
to detail was “legalistic.” 


The Grammar 


But there is another factor to con- 
sider. Due to the fact that Hebrew 
verbs do not indicate time or tense, 
but rather simply completed or 
incomplete action, English trans- 
lations sometimes have difficulty 
reflecting the subtleties of the gram- 
mar, in this case, the ambiguity of 
the tense. The text could just as 
easily be translated to convey the 
idea that the people were in the 
process of eating or had even com- 
pleted their eating before Heze- 
kiah prayed to God on their behalf, 
requesting His forgiveness for their 
infraction.’ In other words, thou- 
sands—perhaps tens or hundreds of 
thousands—of people were present 
at the Passover observance. There 
was no way for Hezekiah person- 
ally to oversee the condition of every 
participant. The text clearly states 
that those who had not completed 
cleansing procedures prior to eating 
the Passover were from among the 


estranged and alienated northern 
tribes (vs. 18)—who had been long 
neglectful of Mosaic institutions. It 
is logical to assume in such a case 
that, as conscientious as Hezekiah 
was shown to be, as soon as he 
learned of their violation, he would 
have confronted the offenders, 
rebuked them for their violation of 
the law, urged them to repent, and 
then he would have prayed to God 
on their behalf. 

In fact, this passage parallels pre- 
cisely the circumstances that often 
characterized Israelite history. The 
Israelites often deviated from divine 
protocol, only to have intercession 
made for them by Moses or some 
other faithful leader of the people. 
For example, on the day after the 
rebellion of Korah, the congrega- 
tion asserted itself against Moses 
and Aaron, blaming them for the 
tragic events of the previous day. 
God instigated a plague against the 
people. Aaron implemented atone- 
ment procedures that eventually 
stayed the plague—but not before 
over 14,000 people died (Numbers 
16:41-49). On another occasion, 
worship violations led to another 
divinely-implemented plague 
against the population. Once again, 
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a valiant leader, Phinehas, acted 
quickly to minimize punishment, 
but not before 24,000 died (Num- 
bers 25:1-13). These incidents reflect 
affinity with Hezekiah’s Passover, 
in that those who ate the Passover 
in violation of the law—though 
apparently sincere—were neverthe- 
less susceptible to divine retribution 
(“wrath upon them from the Lord”’), 
perhaps in the form of not just spiri- 
tual, but physical, plague. Indeed, 
Hezekiah “believed the threatened 
plague to be a reality.”* Due to their 
sin, they certainly “had cause to fear 
disease and even death”’—as the 
law warned (Leviticus 15:31). Heze- 
kiah’s intervention, like those by 
Aaron and Phinehas, meant that the 
Lord “healed the people” (vs. 20)."° 
Indeed, the Hebrew word translated 
“healed” is “the strict word for physi- 


cal healing.” 


SUMMARY 


HOSE who attempt to jus- 

tify disobedience today mis- 

apply this incident from Old 
Testament history. The practice of 
Judaism entailed certain logistical 
features that share no comparison 
with the practice of New Testa- 
ment Christianity. For example, 
(cont. on p. 8) 
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the Passover involved a particular 
place on Earth (Jerusalem), a par- 
ticular time/day once a year (14 

day of Nisan), and specific rituals 

tied to specific men who qualified 

as priests. Consequently, a Jew could 

theoretically find himself in a pre- 
dicament, through no fault of his 

own, that would legally disqualify 
him from observing the Passover. 
How is this circumstance parallel 

to whether baptism is immersion or 
sprinkling, or whether instrumen- 
tal music may be used in Christian 

worship, wherein individuals have 

either failed to study and come to 

knowledge of what God requires, 
or they have chosen to reject New 
Testament teaching on the subject? 

If the Ethiopian Eunuch could learn 

the truth in short-order and ask the 

question, “See, here is water. What 

hinders me from being baptized?” 
(Acts 8:36), people today can do the 

same, and will have no excuse for 
failing to comply with God’s will 

on the matter—Hezekiah’s Passover 
notwithstanding. 

A fairer analogy with this Old 
Testament text would be the situa- 
tion wherein a Christian traveling 
to worship on Sunday (in com- 
pliance with mandatory assem- 
bling with the church—Hebrews 
10:25; Matthew 6:33) experiences 
a mechanical breakdown with his 
automobile, physically preventing 
him from arriving at the assem- 
bly in time to observe the Lord’s 
Supper. Or an automobile accident 
or serious illness might prevent 
assembling. These scenarios come 
closer to matching the variables of 
2 Chronicles 30 wherein Christians 
(versus non-Christians) are logisti- 
cally hampered from compliance. 

In any case, the Bible teaches 
with great clarity that one must be 
immersed in water prior to receiv- 
ing forgiveness of sin (Acts 2:38; 
10:47-48; 18:8; 22:16). Until one 
complies with this divinely-desig- 
nated prerequisite to salvation, God 


is powerless to apply the blood of 
Christ to the believer’s sin-stained 
spirit (Romans 1:16; John 3:5; 
Romans 6:3-4; Revelation 1:5). Will 
God make exceptions to His own 
requirements? Only if He contra- 
dicts what He has already said in 
His Word (cf. “except” in John 3:5). 
Another way to ask the question is: 
Can God forgive a person without 
the blood of Christ? The unquali- 
fied response to that question from 
Scripture is: no. Only through the 
blood of Christ may sin be forgiven 
(1 Peter 1:2,18-19; Acts 20:28).” 


GOD HAS NOT CHANGED 


OD has always required 
that man approach him “in 


truth,” i.e., according to the 
divine directives that He revealed 
to man. The only worship that has 
ever been acceptable to God has 
been that worship which has been 
undertaken with (1) a proper atti- 
tude, frame of mind, and disposi- 
tion conducive to spirituality, and 
(2) faithfulness to the specific “legal” 
requirements that God pinpointed 
as the proper external acts to be per- 
formed. God has never accepted one 
without the other. He has, in fact, 
always required both—the right 
action along with the right attitude. 
Study carefully Table 1 below.” 
It is a grave mistake to attempt 
to pit God’s Word against itself. To 


emphasize one dimension of obe- 


PASSAGE 


ATTITUDE 


dience over the other is to hamper 
one’s acceptance by God. Bible 
history is replete with instances of 
those who possessed one without 
the other and were unacceptable 
to God. The Pharisees (Matthew 
23:3), Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 
5:2-4), and the people of Amos’ 
day (Amos 5:21-24) engaged in the 
external forms—but were unaccept- 
able because of their insincerity. On 
the other hand, Paul (Acts 22:3; 
23:1), Cornelius (Acts 10:1-2), and 
Uzzah (2 Samuel 6:6) all demon- 
strated genuine motives—but were 
unacceptable to God because of 
their failure to observe the correct 
legal forms. 


CONCLUSION 


EZEKIAH’S Passover does 
not offer justification for 
violating specific worship 


regulations laid down by God’s 
Law. Nor does it offer justification 
for concluding that a person whose 
heart is turned toward God and 
Christ, but who has not complied 
with the prerequisites to salvation, 
i.e., belief, repentance, confession, 
and baptism for the remission of 
sins (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:38; 
22:16; John 8:24; Romans 10:9-10), 
may be saved. Those who seek to jus- 
tify or excuse sprinkling for baptism, 
should look again at the Passover of 
Hezekiah’s day and ask themselves a 
question: Why would anyone wish 


ACTION 


eee 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 Keep Commands 


Table 1 
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to defend an action today on the 
basis of an action that stands as a 
historically long-term violation of 
the law, confessed to be a sin, a sin 
that had to be presented to God, and 
for which pardon had to be secured? 
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a Thousand Times... 


AVE you ever heard the 

phrase, “It is easier to 

believe a lie that one has 
heard a thousand times than to 
believe a fact that one has never 
heard before.”’ Undoubtedly, mil- 
lions (or billions) of people have 
heard their entire lives that “dino- 
saurs evolved and then went extinct 
millions of years ago—tens of mil- 


lions of years before humans evolved.” 


Such (purportedly factual) teach- 
ings are then often accompanied by 
captivating illustrations of all sorts 
of dinosaurs—but never with any 
human beings. As we’ve been told 
thousands of times: “human beings 
never lived with dinosaurs” (and if 
you believe otherwise, you're crazy)! 

I suppose, more than any other 
question that Apologetics Press 
tackles, we get more criticism from 
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atheists, evolutionists, and even 
many Christians from our articles 
and books on, and (especially!) our 
illustrations’ of, dinosaurs. The 
impression we have gotten from 
some through the years is: “How 
can you talk about God creating 
these animals with human beings 
thousands (and not millions) of 
years ago? Don’t you know that 
these animals prove evolution to 
be true?” Then there have been 
those puzzling times when Chris- 
tians have been in full agreement 
that God indeed created dinosaurs 
and dinosaur-like aerial and aquatic 
creatures on days five and six of Cre- 
ation; but then, the moment that 
we show an illustration of what that 
may have looked like, they think 


>) . 
we've lost our minds. 


“You can’t show a picture of a 
dinosaur along with a human being.” 

“Wait. I thought you said you 
believed that God made dinosaurs 
during the same Creation week in 
which He made elephants, alligators, 
and human beings?” 

“I do believe that. But such illus- 
trations look silly.” 

“Why do they look silly?” 

“I’ve just never seen anything 
like that.... Plus, you don’t just 
show humans and dinosaurs in 
the same picture—you show them 
close together. You sometimes show 
people killing them or even taming 
them. That surely never happened.” 

“Why do you think that?” 

“They were terrifying creatures 
that humans couldn't have gotten 
close to.” 

“What makes you think that?” 

“Everything I’ve ever read and 
watched.” 

“T would ask that you consider 
two things. First, remember that 
‘it’s easier to believe a lie that you've 
heard a thousand times than the 
truth that you've only heard once.’ 
And second, ponder on the follow- 
ing evidence. Then ask yourself: 
What should we believe and teach, 
and what kind of artwork should we 
use to illustrate biblical and histori- 
cal truth?” 


A SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE 
THAT GOD MADE DINOSAURS 
ALONG WITH HUMAN BEINGS 


|. An omnipotent, omniscient God exists. 


If a person does not believe this 
most-important, foundational truth, 
talking about the subject of dino- 
saurs and humans will likely be 
unproductive. If a person comes to 
believe in God based upon the evi- 
dence for His existence,’ he should 
consider that God would have the 
power to create dinosaurs alongside 
human beings during the Creation 
week, if He so chose. 


2. The Bible is the Word of God. 


If a person does not believe this 
second foundational truth, a discus- 
sion of dinosaurs might be some- 
what beneficial (if the unbeliever 
could be shown that the biblical 
account of Creation, etc., does not 
contradict true history and science), 
but the unbeliever would likely be 
much better served if he were first 
presented with the evidence for the 
inspiration of the Bible.’ 


3. The Bible indicates God made 
everything in six days (including 
all animals and humans). 


According to Exodus 20:11, “[I]n 
six days the Lord made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, and rested the seventh day.’ 
This statement harmonizes perfectly 
with Genesis 1 and everything else 
in Scripture. The all-powerful God 
of the Universe could have created 
the Universe in any way He desired, 
in whatever order He wanted, and 
in whatever time frame He chose. 
He could have created the world 
and everything in it in six billion 
years, six minutes, or in one millisec- 
ond—He is, after all, God Almighty 
(Genesis 17:1). But the question is 
not what God could have done; it 
is what He said He did. And He 
said that He created everything in 
six days.’ According to the inerrant, 
inspired Word of God, the Creator 
made dinosaurs and humans on 
the same day of Creation. Indeed, 
at one period in history, they lived 
on Earth at the same time. 


p) 


4. The biblical truth that dinosaurs 
and humans once lived together 
is supported by history. 


Even evolutionists have admit- 
ted that people all over the world 
throughout history talked about 
seeing reptilian creatures with 
scaly, hard, elongated bodies; long, 
serpentine necks; long tails; horned, 
knobby, or crested heads; some with 
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bat-like wings; and some that went 
on two legs, while others on four. 
Although undoubtedly many of 
these “dragon” stories were exag- 
gerated through the centuries (just 
as our adrenaline-rushing fishing 
or hunting stories are often exag- 
gerated), these descriptions of 
“dragons” sound like dinosaurs or 
dinosaur-like reptilian creatures. 
But modern man only began learn- 
ing about dinosaurs from the fossil 
record in the past 200 years. How 
could so many people from all over 
the world throughout history have 
so accurately described seeing ani- 
mals that sound like dinosaurs, if 
they never actually did? The truth is, 
biblical history, including the exis- 
tence of Leviathan in the days of Job 
(chapter 41), is in perfect harmony 
with what history has recorded.° 


Dracorex 


5. The biblical truth that dinosaurs 
and humans once lived together is 
supported by physical evidence. 


Not only did people talk about 
seeing dinosaurs and dinosaur-like 
creatures (referred to as “dragons”) 
for thousands of years,’ they also 
illustrated these animals in draw- 
ings and carvings found all over 
the world.* How could they have 
illustrated such animals hundreds 
or thousands of years before modern 
man ever learned about these crea- 
tures from the fossil record? Once 
again, the evidence supports the 
biblical truth that God made every- 
thing (including dinosaurs and 
humans) in six days. 


6. Dinosaur bones have been 
discovered with soft tissue in them. 


In the last 20 years, numerous 
scientists have reported unearthing 
a variety of dinosaur bones from 
around the world that contain 
intact protein fragments, includ- 
ing collagen, hemoglobin, elastin, 
and laminin.’ Such findings fit 
perfectly with the Creation model: 
God created dinosaurs and humans, 
not millions of years ago, but thou- 
sands of years ago, on the same day 
of Creation. 


Used by permission of the ee ere Society. 
7. All million (or billion)-year-old ages of 
rocks and fossils are based on unproven 
(and unprovable) assumptions. 


Evolutionists have never proved 
that dinosaur fossils are many mil- 
lions of years old, and they cer- 
tainly haven’t demonstrated that 
certain rocks are billions of years 
old. Such dates are all constructed 
from various assumption-based 
dating methods.”” They are part 
of evolution’s story, and are not a 
physical fact. Bones and fossils are 
physical realities; evolution’s billion- 
year timeline has always been just 
an unproven theory (and a bad one 
at that). 


8. Human beings have interacted with 
all sorts of animals throughout history, 
so why Is it so hard to believe that 
they also interacted with dinosaurs? 


Draw a picture of a small man 
riding a 15,000-pound elephant, 
and no one has a problem with it. 
Publish a photograph of a woman 
at Sea World sticking her head 
inside the mouth of a massive, 
6,000-pound killer whale, and 
most everyone today understands 
the reality of the situation, however 
dangerous. Tell your friend about 
the man at the circus who has tamed 
lions, tigers, and bears, or that you 
watched a TV show of a man playing 
with crocodiles, and that is noth- 
ing but old news. After all, Jesus’ 
brother James wrote 2,000 years ago 
what his readers knew all too well: 
“[E]very kind of beast and bird, of 
reptile and creature of the sea, is 
tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind” (3:7). Yet still, many 
Christians have a problem with the 
ancients being pictured anywhere 
near various dinosaurs. 

Should Apologetics Press refrain 
from publishing illustrations of 
dinosaurs and humans together 
because “it makes us look silly”? 
On the contrary, since “a picture is 
worth a thousand words,” and since 
the “thousand words” upon which 
this picture is based are true and 
extremely relevant to the creation/ 
evolution debate," then we believe it 
is very appropriate (and important) 
for people to hear and see the truth. 
May God help us to share the facts 
fairly, kindly, and humbly, but also 
boldly. Truth has nothing to fear. 
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Whether you are looking for a biblically sound 
and relevant Bible class curriculum for your home 
congregation or are searching for good Bible and 
science materials to supplement your 
children’s public, private, or homeschool 
education, you should seriously consider 
using Apologetics Press’ Explorer Series. 
With eight “Journeys” of 13 lessons each 
(for a total of 104 lessons), 5° and 6" 
graders will learn about everything from 
Creation to Christ to Customs in Bible 
times, and from a survey of Scripture to 
God’s plan of salvation. 

Kids are naturally curious. They want 
to know “how something was” or “why 
something is.” They want to know “if we can 


know for sure” about various important matters. 


Of all people on Earth, Christians need to be 
feeding children’s God-given curiosity (and not 
suppressing it) with God-given answers—by way 


of both His natural and supernatural revelation. 


That is, let’s study and show God’s handiwork 
from both His world and His Word. 

Explorer Series Journey 1 is a perfect place 
to begin, as it gives young people an overview 
of fundamental Christian evidences. Journey 2 


provides more “faith-building answers,” as chil- 


dren are challenged to consider such subjects as 


Satan, suffering, and alleged mistakes in the Bible. 


Bible Curriculum for 5-6 Graders 


dh, 


Journey 3 is on some of the important life events 
and teachings of Jesus, while Journey 4 chal- 
lenges young people to think about how Christ 
wants them to think, talk, and act...like 
Christ—learning what is right, wise, and 
eternally beneficial. 

Journey 5 digs much deeper into the 
Creation/evolution debate (including 
lessons on dinosaurs and problems with 
evolutionary dating methods). Journey 6 
succinctly surveys the 66 books of Scrip- 
ture, while Journey 7 teaches children 
about the one Church that Jesus estab- 
lished (and of which He wants every- 
one to be members). Last but not least, 
Journey 8 explores the interesting world of Bible 
culture and geography. 

Use it at home or in the church. Incorporate 
it into your summer youth camp or your VBS 
curriculum. Through the years, many parents, 
teachers, and mentors have used Explorer Series 
in a variety of ways in an array of settings to the 
benefit of precious young souls. If you would 
like to learn more about the series, visit us at 
store.apologeticspress.org. 
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